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This is the first and only account we know anything of from the family in England since the
days of James Olive, Sr. We had never heard anything of their circumstances or numbers. To
us it is conclusive that this family and the American family are one. The average of human life
being put at thirty-three years, it is about four and a half generations back to the point of
separation. This appears to be the only family of this name, of which the parties have any
account in England. They are one in that country, and the present family were there during the
eighteenth century, and we may reasonably say were there at the time of the departure of
James Olive, our great ancestor in the United States. The family names kept up in both
countries would be another indication pointing to the identity of the two families, James, John,
William, Joseph, Daniel and David have all been favorite names with the American family.
Then we may justly conclude that our family tradition as to its history, in the main has been
true. Where they first received the name Olive, and under what circumstances, I have no
means of knowing. Let us hope they received this title during the early political and social
commotions of England by their gentle but firm course and strong advocacy of peace and
order. Be this as it may, let us seek to follow Him who come to bring peace and good will on
earth; and ever be found among the wise, the peaceful, the prudent of this earth, and after
death to form one common family in a land where peace shall ever abide.
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